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MODULE SPECIFICATION 
	Name of Module
	International Criminal Law

	Parent School/Dept
	Political Science/International Relations

	Programme(s) where module is offered
	LLM International law

	Status (core, option, free choice)
	Compulsory
	Pre-Requisite Modules or Qualifications
	Recommended: knowledge and understanding of Public International Law

	FHEQ Level
	7
	Unit Value
	8 ECTS
	Module Code
	IL 510
	Module coordinator
	Francesco de Sanctis

	Term taught
	Autumn
	Applicable From
	SEMESTER/YEAR 1st semester/year 1

	

	Educational Aims of the Module

	This module aims to provide students with a systematic understanding of international criminal law and insights on the latest developments in this field; it addresses both substantial and procedural aspects of international criminal law through the in-depth analysis of the definitions of the core international crimes and raising critical awareness of institutions and procedures for the prosecution of international crimes. 
Discussion of the relevant case-law highlights the strengths and weaknesses of international criminal prosecution today, and provides a clear account of how substantive law operates in practice, which in turn will contribute to mastery of interpretation and the application of international criminal law in practice. Where tensions exist between the intended meaning of the relevant provisions and their actual use, these will be highlighted and discussed. This module is essential for a critical evaluation of international crimes and their prosecution in the contemporary international legal system. It is important for students, legal professionals from Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region, and persons from other professions who require a thorough understanding of the events that took place during the recent war in Bosnia and Herzegovina from an international legal aspect in the context of criminal law.

	

	Module Outline/Syllabus

	1. Development and theories of international criminal law: from Nuremberg to the ad hoc tribunals

2. International and domestic jurisdictions: the ICC and the hybrid courts, immunities from jurisdiction
3. General principles of International Criminal Law

4. Objective elements of a crime: conduct (act/omission), wrongfulness and circumstances precluding wrongfulness (mistake of fact, mistake of law etc.), causation

5. Multitude of actors: Forms of complicity and the Joint criminal enterprise in International Criminal law

6. Multitude of crimes and prolonged/continuous crimes

7. Subjective elements of a crime: fault (forms of intent and negligence) and capacity to appreciate or control conduct

8. Responsibility of commanders and other superiors

9. Individual vs. collective responsibility, responsibility of states for international crimes
10. Essence and description of the crime: Genocide
11. Essence and description of the crime: Crimes against Humanity

12. Essence and description of the crime: War Crimes

13. Overview of criminal procedure before the ICC and the right of the accused to a fair trial in ICL
14. The practice of the ICTY, other international tribunals and the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina in prosecuting international crimes and the cooperation with the ICTY

	

	Student Engagement Hours

	Type
	Number per Term
	Duration
	Total Time

	Lectures
	13
	4 hours
	52

	Seminars
	13
	2 hours
	26

	
	
	
	

	Total Guided/Independent Learning Hours
	122

	Total Contact Hours
	78

	Total Engagement Hours
	200

	

	Assessment Method Summary

	Type
	Number required
	Duration 
	Weighting 
	Timing/

Submission Deadline 

	Mid-semester test (case study and conceptual questions)
	1
	2 hours
	10 %
	Mid-semester

	Written assignment (report on site visit to trial)
	1
	1000 words
	10 %
	Week 10

	Set Assignment (essay with oral presentation on a case-study)
	1
	2000 words and 10 minute presentation
	30 %
	Week 11

	Examination (final exam)
	1
	3 hours
	50%
	End of semester


	Module Outcomes
	

	Intended Learning Outcomes:
1. An in-depth and critical understanding of the political and historical forces that led to the development of international criminal law

2. A thorough comprehension of the theoretical basis underpinning international criminal law, subjective and objective elements of a crime and definition of crimes

3. A critical awareness of the actors enforcing international criminal law with a special focus on the shift from international to national courts

4. Ability to assess the quality of the proceedings by selected institutions, e.g. case studies on trials before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina

5. Capacity to evaluate in a critical and original manner the key policy debates in international justice (e.g. use of universal jurisdiction, sentencing and the impunity gap) from a practical and theoretical point of view, and to form clear and coherent arguments. 
	→
	Teaching and Learning Strategy:
1. Lectures provide the core information 

2. (ILO: 1-5)

3. seminars operate as a platform for group discussion, debate, presentations and case-study analysis.(ILO:1-5)

4. Students will be set assignments which complement the lectures and seminars

(ILO:1-5)

5. Group discussions on lecture topics will offer students the possibility to express their views and enhance their subject knowledge and evaluation skills (ILO: 1-4)

6. Short presentations in class on previously assigned topics will help students to practice oral communication skills, research ability and group work. (ILO: 3,4)

7. A site visit to a trial (visit to the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina) will provide students with  valuable learning and practical experience (ILO: 2,3,4)

8. Documentary and historic films are shown to students to  provide them with knowledge of legal practice; further enabling critical evaluation and inciting in-depth class discussion on issues arising in international criminal law (ILO: 1-5)

	
	→
	Assessment Strategy
1. Written examination: final exam (ILO:1-5) 

2. Mid-semester test (case study and conceptual questions) (ILO:1,2,3)

3. Set assignments: essay and report (ILO:1-5)

4. Short presentation (accompanying specific essay) (ILO:1-5)


	Practical Skills
1. Ability to critique and analyse complex and varied resources relating to International Criminal Law 

2. Employ advanced skills to conduct independent legal research on specific topics in International Criminal Law and present the results in a coherent and clear format

3. Ability to interpret and apply the rules of International Criminal Law to a given case-study

4. Ability of comprehensive and professional legal reporting

5. Advanced ability to use specialised on-line legal resources of jurisprudence in International Criminal Law 

	→
	Teaching and Learning Strategy:
1. Set reading lists will direct students to relevant material and they will be guided through independent study by the course tutor (PS: 2)

2. seminars provide an engaging environment  for group discussion, debate and in-depth case-study analysis (PS:1-2)

3. Tutors oversee preparation of legal reports from site visits and set topical assignments for reports if necessary (PS: 1,4,5)

4. Students will be set assignments which complement lectures and seminars and encourage independent study and writing skills (PS:1,2,3)

5. Students will be set short presentations in class and are encouraged to present their work and practice forming arguments and debates as a group (PS: 1,3,4)

6. Students will have the opportunity to view films (documentary and historic) which demonstrate practice, and aid the interpretation and application of international criminal law (PS:1-4)

7. Students will attend a trial at the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina to enhance practical understanding and application of international criminal law (PS: 1-4)

	
	→
	Assessment Strategy
1. Final exam, mid-semester test (PS: 1-4)

2. Set assignments: essay and report on case-studies (PS:1-4)
3. Short presentation (accompanying specific essay) (PS: 1,2,3)

	Transferable Skills
1. Research skills

2. Analytical skills

3. Word processing skills 

4. Ability to apply theory in practice

5. Organisational skills

6. Communication skills: written and oral
	→
	Teaching and Learning Strategy:
1. Lectures provide essential knowledge and are complemented by a set reading list which students are expected to study from. (TS:2-5)

2. seminars discuss key subjects in greater detail and provide a platform for group exercises and debate (TS: 2,3,5,6)

3. Tutors set assignments and case-studies and guide students through independent study (TS:1,2,4,5,6)

4. Tutors oversee preparation of legal reports from site visits and set assignments for reports if necessary (TS:1-6)

5. Short presentations in class will encourage independent study, enhance communication skills and provide an opportunity for debate (TS:1-5)

	
	→
	Assessment Strategy
1. Written examination: final exam, mid-semester test (TS:2-5)

2. Group participation  (TS:1-6)

3. Set assignments: essay and report on case-studies (TS:1-6)


4. Short presentation (accompanying essay component) (TS: 2-5)

	
	

	Key Texts and/or other learning materials
	

	Key Texts:
· Cryer, R., Friman, H., Robinson D. and Wilmshurst E., 2010. An Introduction to International Criminal Law and Procedure. 2nd  ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
· Cassese, A. and Gaeta, P. eds., 2013. Cassese’s International Criminal Law. 3rd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

· Cassese A., 2009. The Oxford Companion to International Criminal Justice. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Other learning resources:
· Cassese A.A., Acquaviva Guido G., Fan M.D. and White A. A., 2011. International Criminal Law: Cases and Commentary.Oxford: Oxford University Press.

· Sriram C.L-, Martin-Ortega O. and Herman, J., 2010. War, Conflict and Human Rights: Theory and Practice. Abingdon: Routledge.

· Schabas, W.A., 2009. Genocide in International Law: The Crime of Crimes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

· Schabas, W.A. 2009. The UN International Criminal Tribunals: The Former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

· ICL Database and Commentary, 2013. Case Law. (online) Available at: http://www.iclklamberg.com/Case%20law.htm (Accessed 15 July 2013)
	

	Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the module and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each module and programme can be found in the departmental or programme handbook.  The accuracy of the information contained in this document is reviewed annually by the University of Buckingham and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency.
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